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Too many people think repentance for anti-Christ behavior or a wrongful action is exclusive to
telling someone "I’m sorry". Then the culprit places the burden of the damaged relationship onto
their victim by expecting the victim to "just get over it." If the victim remains upset from the
damage and hurt by the offender, the victim is not being Christ like and is unforgiving... as many
culprits believe. If you, the reader believe my onset posed scenario, I challenge you to reexamine the
scriptures.

A simple, "I’m sorry" for a wrongful action or behavior is not an ‘easy way out’ like a get-out-of-
jail-free card in the game of Monopoly.  Doing that which is opposite of the divine law of love then
to repent afterwards by giving cheap words of “I’m sorry” to your victim without a change of heart
in a righteous direction doesn’t work, and it is not true repentance. A cheap sorry means that the
perpetrator is either attempting to save face, and/or they’re sorry for the hurt they caused themselves
in the process of hurting their victim. Far to many people don't look beyond their own emotional
hurt, the hurt they caused themselves by damaging the relationship. When the victim serves up a
knee jerk reaction, the erroneous belief is that there is something wrong with the victim. Oh, he/she
is not being Christ-like. In other words, there is now a shift of blame for the damaged relationship
from the perpetrator to the victim. Of course, the victim, in many situations, won't tolerate the shift
of blame and retorts. Then back and forth it goes.

Christ said in Matthew 3:8, "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance."  (Also Ref: Act
26:20) The Greek word translated as "repentance" is "metanoia" and it means to have a change in
mind, being determined to enter upon a better course of life that embraces both recognition of sin
and sorrow for it and a hearty amendment of good deeds. Rephrased; repentance is more than the
recognition of sin and feeling bad for it. The last said is only half of the equation. The other half of
the equation of true repentance is to change the sinful unloving behavior and do that which is
good to the person or persons you caused harm to according to the divine law of love. Repentance
involves RESTITUTION, to restore. Repentance is not saying “I’m sorry” and then place the
responsibility of restitution and reconciliation upon your victim by saying, “you now have to
forgive me” and expect the relationship to be restored and just peachy moving forward.

In Luke 3:8, Christ said, "Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say
within yourselves, We have Abraham as our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham." Explicitly, no one can have rest assurance of Christ’s
acceptance because they’re in a biological bloodline lineage. Similarly, no one can be rest assured of
Christ’s acceptance because one attends church, does some head bobbing and sings praises to the
Lord.

2-Corinthians 7:10 reads, "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death." Without a doubt, sorrow (ie., "I'm sorry") does not
always mean you’re on the right side with Christ as 2-Corinthians 7:10 demonstrates. In other
words, there exists both a worldly repentence and a Christ-like repentance and the said two types
are not the same. The "I’m sorry" words need to be accompanied with a change of heart and
direction which means THE PERPETRATOR must attempt restitution. In Revelation 21:8, we're told
that "cowards" won't be in the Kingdom of YHWH / God. This life is all about Christ-like loving and
caring relationships.
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In mainstream Christianity, "forgiveness of sins" has been erroneously misconstrued to mean we're
completely free of any and all RESPONSIBILITY for our sins. Collosians 1:14 reads in speaking of
Christ, "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins." The key to
correctly understanding the subject of forgiveness is the word, "redemption" as found in Collosians
1:14. The Greek word translated as "redemption" is "apolytrosis" and it means: the release of debt,
deliverance by the means of a ransom. Rephrased; the people who accept Christ have been
released from the death penalty. The people who accept Christ as their master and savior are now
destined to live again - to be raised from the grave.

Make no mistake, every person who ever lived will kneel before the Throne of Judgment, each in
his/her order. (Ref: Phil 2:10, John 5:27, Acts 17:31, Ps 98:9) Without the ransom payment of
Christ’s blood, we would all remain in the grave forever. Consequently, forgiveness of sins does not
equate to the elimination of RESPONSIBILITY for our sins! For Romans 14:12 reads, “So then every
one of us shall give account of himself to God.” And, Mathew 12:36 reads, “But I say unto you,
That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment.”  If you think you’re off the hook from the responsibility of all of your sins by accepting
Christ as your Savior and saying a bunch of "I’m sorrys", you’re absolutely wrong. But, if you, the
reader - or if anybody else honestly believes that we are free from the responisbility of sins after
accepting Christ as Master and Savior and giving cheap words of sorry, then WHY are we going to
give an account to God for everything we have done and have said in this life?

The torah is YHWH's perfect set of civil, ceremonial, natural and moral laws for a physical nation.
Within the torah, you'll find laws of RESTITUTION. For example: Exodus 22:3,5-6,12. If someone
suffered a loss, the one who caused the loss must make restitution. The OT laws of restitution are a
righteous model for Christians to follow. Many secular Christians believe the "law has been done
away." To the contrary. Romans 3:31 reads, "Do we then make void the law through faith? God
forbid: yea, we establish the law."

1-Peter 4:17 reads, "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that OBEY not the gospel of God?" The saints are being
judged now, during this lifetime. The saints are not entirely judged on whether or not they believe the
gospel, the good news of the Kingdom of YHWH, and the forgiveness of sins. (ie. redemption from
death.) The saints who are chosen... OBEY the gospel as 1-Peter 4:17 explicitly stated. Know: the
Greek word translated as, "obey" is "apeitheo" in 1-Peter 4:17 and, it means both to believe and
obey!

1-John 3:18 reads, "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in
truth." Rephrased: get real, don't play emotional games, confess, express your heartfelt desire to
rebuild the relationship you damaged, then follow-up with some positive action. Going foward,
righteous relationship rebuilding ideas are: send the person you hurt a beautiful card, flowers or a
gift, help them in an area you might know they need some help. Do something. And, don't be lazy
about it. Don't expect "time" to heal your victim. Time is a nonentity. Ignoring the person only
deepens the hurt on your victim. By omission, you send a message... I don't honestly care about you.
Get real. Every person is judged by our works or the lack thereof. Don't finger point and make an
excuse for your own sin/s. Our works either testify for us or against us as 1-Peter 1:17 explicitly
says. If you want Christ, our High Priest and Judge to have mercy on you, you must have mercy on
the people you wrongfully damaged or hurt by following the divine law of restitution. Take
responsibility for your wrongful deeds and don’t play the blame game. Saying, "I’m sorry" is just
the beginning. “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance...”—Luke 3:8
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